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ICYMI: Offered without judgement, I present you Sen. Mike Nozzolio’s comments from last night in response to my questions about whether politics played a role in the GOP’s redrawing of the congressional lines. 

I specifically asked how the GOP considers it fair to propose eliminating two Democratic seats (retiring Rep. Maurice Hinchey’s NY-22 and Rep. Gary Ackerman’s NY-5) instead of the traditional one Democratic seat-one-Republican seat deal of years past. 

“I think what the advocates would say is you shouldn’t be looking at Republican and Democrat at all,” Nozzolio responded. What we’re hoping is that we have a fair plan. That’s not just eliminating one Republican and one Democrat. Remember, Liz, the delegation for Congress is three to one, Democrat to Republican, in terms of the amount.”

“We’re hoping that there will be, particularly in upstate, we set up a system where there would be real competitive districts. There have been competitive races, as you well know. In my own area in Central New York, we’ve had Republican, Democrat, Republican in the last four elections in the seat around Syracuse. Ann Marie Buerkle represents now. We want to make the districts as competitive as possible, but yet maintain the existing cores as well. And also reflect population loss.”
I noted that Buerkle, a freshman Republican, appears to gotten the short end of the stick through changes to her district, NY-25, proposed by both the Assembly Democrats and Senate Republicans, while Democratic Rep. Louise Slaughter’s district loses its Buffalo end to become more Rochester-focused, leaving her vulnerable to a potential challenge from GOP Monroe County Executive Maggie Brooks. Nozzolio responded: 

“They’re competitive seats, they’re seats that represent communities of interest….In the Monroe area, Monroe is brought together, as is most of Erie. We kept 44 counties whole. What counties we couldn’t keep whole, another nine of them, have more than population for one congressional district…that was our mission: To keep those communities of interest together wherever possible.”
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